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From the Principal’s Office 
 Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year.  I would 
like to start off by thanking you for once again giving 
us the honor and privilege to work with your 
children, especially in these unprecedented times, 
as we develop the foundation of their educational 
journey.  As this past week has unfolded I have 
seen struggles, and great accomplishments, 
patience and understanding, and through it all I am 
most pleased with the teamwork I have seen with 
you as parents, your students and our dedicated 
teachers working together to put our best foot 
forward in this unforeseen time.  I have “popped” in 
on several virtual classrooms and could not be more 
proud of our Keller students!  They are engaged and 
respectful and seeing all their faces truly makes me 
proud to be their Principal.  
 
Please if you have not had time, check out our 
District’s main webpage at www.gbaps.org and click 
on the parents  tab at the top.  The Parent 
Education Gateway is a great tool, with youtube 
videos and quick links with a lot of helpful 
information.  As always we are here and committed 
to help, feel free to contact your teachers, the office 
or myself with any questions, or concerns!   Let’s 
stay “in this together” 
 
“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so 
much.”  - Helen Keller 
 
Thank you for all you are doing! 
Mr. Malmberg, Principal 

 
Important Dates 

 
September 7        No School - Labor Day 
September 9        Material Pick Up Day-Drive Up 

           (if notified by your child’s teacher) 
 

   

 
 
 

Please help us Welcome Our New Staff 
Members! 

 Welcome to: Kindergarten Collab Teacher - Angelica 
Ramirez, First Grade Teacher -Samantha Thoresen, 
Speech Pathologist -Rachel Kinnard, Interpreter- 
Ahmednur Musse, Music Teacher Ginger 
Snyder-Wells, Literacy Coach - Christine Cherney, 
School Social Work - Shanna Devos, Art Teacher - 
Ali Pierce, Noon hour monitor - Brenda Key, Special 
Ed Teacher - Heather Mackesy, ELL Teacher - Pa 
Yang and our Daytime Facility Technician - Greg 
Prokop. 
Also, welcome to Christina Dull , Student Teacher in 
Mrs Hansen’s room. 

 

Keller Attendance Line: 492-2685  -  Please call before 9:00 am if you know your child will be absent. 
 

http://www.gbaps.org/


 

 

Breakfast and Lunch 
Program 

  
**PLEASE NOTE THAT THE USDA HAS 
ANNOUNCED THAT BREAKFAST AND 
LUNCH WILL BE FREE TO ALL CHILDREN 18 
YEARS OLD AND YOUNGER THROUGH 
DECEMBER 31, 2020. 
 

PICK UP TIMES AT KELLER ARE: 
9:00AM TO 1:00PM 

 
 
 
 

Attendance, Tardies, Absences 
It is still very important during this time of online 
learning, that you continue to notify the teacher or 
the office of any student absences.  Thank you! 

 
Did you know that children can suffer academically if 
they miss just 10 percent of the school year? That’s 
just 18 days or 2 to 3 days per month. We know 
there will be days when your child will miss school, 
especially when he or she is sick. But missing school 
adds up to missed opportunities, and can cause 
students to fall behind academically. Attending 
school is a child’s first and most important job. 
Students who attend school regularly starting in 
kindergarten are more likely to graduate and find 
good jobs. Throughout the school year, let’s work 
together as a school community to get all our kids to 
school, on time, every day. For more information on 
why attending school is important, please visit 
www.attendanceworks.org . Thank you for your 
support!  

 
PBIS PAWS 

Through the use of Positive Behavior Intervention 
and Supports (PBIS), Keller Elementary is committed 
to providing all students with the opportunity to 
succeed in a safe and positive school environment. 
To achieve this goal, PBIS focuses on teaching and 
acknowledging positive behavior with all students. 
PBIS is a proactive approach in preventing and 
responding to classroom and school discipline 
issues. 
The emphasis is on developing and maintaining safe 
environments where teachers can teach and 
students can learn. 
 
At Keller we all follow these PAWS Agreements: 
P = Practice Respect 
A = Accept responsibility 
W = Work Together 
S = Safety First 
 
 
 

Helen Keller 1880-1968 
 

 
 
Helen Keller was a truly remarkable woman.  Our 
school’s namesake overcame so many obstacles in 
her life to achieve things many women of her day did 
not even dream of.  It is this spirit that we celebrate 
at Helen Keller Elementary School.  All of us face 
challenges in our lives and we need to find the inner 
strength to overcome them.  We can look to Keller as 
an example of that spirit. Working in partnership with 
parents and guardians, we pledge to help all 
students learn and grow and find their inner strength 
to overcome any obstacles they may face. 

 

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”  Helen Keller 

 

http://www.attendanceworks.org/

